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MELBOURNE HISTORY
What significant events shaped the urban 

development of the city? 



• Melbourne Cricket Ground (MCG), venue for the
1956 Olympics, 2006 Commonwealth Games,
1992 World Cricket Cup Final, and various
international and domestic sporting fixtures
including the AFL Grand Final and the Boxing
Day Test Match
• Melbourne Park, including Rod Laver Arena
and Hisense Arena, home of the Australian
Tennis Open
• The Lexus Centre, originally constructed for the
1956 Olympic Games swimming events and now
the training venue for the Collingwood Football
Club (AFL)
• Olympic Stadium – originally constructed for the
1956 Olympic Games, now home of Athletics
Victoria, and the former home of the football
codes accommodated at the new stadium.



Who is Arup & what is their role?



Ove Arup (1895 - 1988)



What is one of the most distinguishable features of 
this stadium?





What is the geometry and structure of the roof based upon?



AAMI Park draws upon the principles of the geodesic dome, 
first popularized by Buckminster Fuller. The AAMI Park roof 
design extrapolates these principles to achieve a highly
efficient structure that utilizes multiple load paths to share 
load and ensure that each element of the roof contributes 
to the carrying of load to the supports.



“You never change things by fighting the existing reality. 
To change something, build a new model that makes the 

existing model obsolete.”
Buckminster Fuller









Each of the 20 steel roof shells is connected to the concrete structure 
at the bottom corner, and at the back of the seating bowl.









The stadium roof concept developed by Arup with 
Cox Architects and Planners resulted in a cutting-edge 

structure that requires 50% less steel than typical stadium
roofs of the same size.
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Traces of Peter Rice
An Arup documentary


